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Radio Drama Showcase & Reflection:
Bridging to Puppet Theater

Radio Drama Unit, Culminating Lesson - Block period (~90 minutes) - Grades 6-8 - Theater
Exploration

Lesson Goals

Central Focus

Students will share and reflect on their radio drama work, evaluating what made their
ensemble's vocal storytelling effective, and begin connecting those skills to the upcoming
puppet theater unit.

State Standards
« 8.TH:Re8 — Analyze and interpret a drama/theatre work, considering personal
experiences, culture, and background, and construct meaning from artistic choices.

» 8.TH:Cr2 — Collaborate as an actor, director, playwright, and/or designer to make
interpretive choices for a drama/theatre work.

Learning Objective

I will share my radio drama work with peers, reflect on what made our ensemble's
storytelling effective, and identify how vocal and collaborative skills can carry into puppet
theater.

Academic Language and Language Supports

Language function: Reflect, evaluate, connect
Language demand: Speaking, Listening, Writing

Lesson vocabulary: Reviewed vocabulary vital for lesson: ensemble, vocal technique,
Foley (sound effects), collaboration, transfer/transition.

Syntax: Students use structured sentences to evaluate their group's storytelling choices.
“One thing that worked well in our radio drama was ___ because ___."”

Discourse: Students will discuss their reflections with peers using sentence stems:

”

e “lI noticed that ___ whenwe ___.

”

o “Building on what ___ said, | think ___.

”

« “That skill could also work in puppet theater because __.
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» Recorded/finished radio drama pieces (device or speaker for playback)
» Reflection journals

» Sentence frame/stem poster or handout

» Sample puppets or puppet-making materials (for bridge preview)

o EXit ticket

Differentiation

English Language Learners

« Provide sentence frames for reflection discussion.

« Allow students to reflect in home language before translating key ideas to share.
» Pair with a peer partner for think-pair-share support.

Gifted/Advanced Students

» Invite students to identify specific vocal/sound techniques by name and explain their
effect on the audience.

« Challenge students to draft an early idea for how their radio drama concept could become
a puppet scene.

IEP/504

» Offer a written or drawn reflection option in addition to verbal discussion.
» Provide extra processing time before sharing out.

» Allow reflection circle seating accommodations as needed.

Culturally Responsive Teaching

« Affirm and highlight storytelling traditions (oral history, radio, family storytelling) students
may already know from home.

» Invite students to connect ensemble collaboration to community/family practices of
working together.

Lesson Plan Details

10 min Ensemble Check-In

Students gather in a circle. In pairs or small groups, they share one word describing how
their radio drama piece turned out and one word describing how it felt to work as an
ensemble on it.
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25 min Radio Drama Showcase

Groups share/play their finished radio drama pieces for the class. Audience members listen
actively (eyes closed or facing away, as with authentic radio) and jot one strength they
noticed on a sticky note or in their journal for each group.

Assessment 1 (Informal) - Standards: 8. TH:Re8

15 min Reflection Circle
Using the sentence frames and stems, students discuss as a whole group or in small groups:
« What worked well in our storytelling?

« What made our ensemble effective?
« What was challenging, and how did we solve it?

15-20 min Bridge to Puppet Theater

Teacher introduces the puppet theater unit by connecting it to skills just practiced: vocal
expression, ensemble timing, and creating a world through sound and voice alone. Students
preview sample puppets/materials and discuss: What skills from radio drama do you think
will help you in puppet theater? What will be different?

Assessment 2 (Informal) - Standards: 8. TH:Cr2

5-10 min Closure: Exit Ticket

Students complete an exit ticket: one thing they're proud of from the radio drama unit, and
one thing they're curious about for puppet theater.
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